Benson C of E Primary

Oxford Road Talented: children who show an exceptional ability in a non-

Benson, Wallingford, academic subject i.e. PE, Dance, Drama, Art, DT and Music.
South Oxon, OX10 6LX

Tel: 01491 202502

Gifted: children who show an exceptional ability in an academic
subject i.e. Reading, Writing, Numeracy, Geography, History,

www.bensoncofeprimary.org.uk Science and ICT.

Able: children who are working above average in a cohort in
Reading, Writing or Numeracy.

At Benson C of E Primary, we will provide Challenging
opportunities for all children. This will take the form of
guestioning, investigation, higher order questioning and
developing thinking skills. We will support children to reach their

full potential and we will include challenging enrichment

activities for the Able, Gifted and Talented. /
Gifted and Talented children are young people with one or more glft@d tﬂ'.ﬂl'\t
abilities developed to a level significantly ahead of their year

0
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group, or with the potential to develop those abilities. At Benson
we will define children by:
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How do we define Gifted and Talented?

Learners who are gifted and talented relative to their peers in their own year
group and school.

A range of abilities including talent in the arts and sport.

Ability rather than achievement, so that underachievers are amongst those
identified.

What are the Characteristics of Gifted and Talented Pupils?

The following characteristics are not necessarily proof of high ability, but a
combination of some, may alert teachers to the need to enquire further into a
pupil’s learning patterns and ability levels.

In the Foundation Stage he or she may:

Learns rapidly and quickly grasps new concepts

Has an excellent memory

Is creative or imaginative e.g. produces many ideas or is highly original

Is independent, may prefer to work alone

Has a keen sense of humour

Quick to apply new concept sin self-chosen activities

Demonstrates exceptional critical thinking skills or problem-solving ability
May demonstrate a high degree of social responsibility or moral reasoning
linking to high PSED scores e.g. showing empathy above their age
Possesses a large, advanced vocabulary

Uses environment to its full potential to develop their own interests.

In KS1 and KS2 (some may relate to FS) he or she may:

Be a good analytical, fluent, confident and expressive reader with higher
level comprehension skills

Usually very articulate or verbally fluent for their age

Usually give quick verbal responses (which can appear cheeky)

Have a wide general knowledge

Learn quickly

Be interested in topics which one might associate with an older
child

Communicate well with adults - often better than with their peer
group

Have a range of interests, some of which are almost obsessions
Show unusual and original responses to problem solving activities
Be logical

Be self-taught in their own interest areas

Have an ability to work things out in their head very quickly

Have a good memory that they can access easily

Be artistically or musically very able and / or excel at sport

May have strong views and opinions

May exhibit a lively and original imagination / sense of humour
May be very sensitive and aware

May focus on their own interests rather than on what is being taught
May be socially adept

May appear arrogant or socially inept

Want to achieve ‘the best’ or to be first, show a sense of leadership
May not necessarily be well-behaved or more popular

Gifted and talented underachievers may tend to:

Have low self-esteem

Be easily bored by what they perceive as routine tasks

Be confused about their development and about why they are behaving as
they are

Manipulate their environment to make themselves feel better

Tend towards a superior attitude to those around them

Find inadequacy in others, in things, in systems, to excuse their own
behaviour

May prefer verbal to written activities
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Sometimes pupils with abilities in one or more areas of learning may also
suffer from a disability or difficulty in others. This can present a
considerable barrier to the achievement of potential, as well as leading to
frustration and disaffection. As Parents and Carers we urge you to talk to
your children about their work, try not to pressurise them or put ideas of
underachievement into their heads, but if you are a little concerned about
their current development, come and talk to us. Very often our staff can put
you at ease and reassure you that your child is making progress.

Support, Challenge and Pressure:

Support and a healthy competitive environment involving challenge and
debate are the fundamental principles in developing Gifted and Talented
children, indeed all children.

Taking an interest in what children are doing, supporting them and
encouraging them to do better helps children to grow and develop into
independent cognitive learners. However, putting Gifted and Talented
children under an immense amount of pressure to always perform, always
be the best and always beat others can be very damaging to their
development. It can cause frustration in the child, a backlash of resentment
towards those pushing them and an increased ability in manipulating those
around them to believe and act on everything they say. Being a Gifted and
Talented child is actually good fun and we want these children to enjoy
using and developing the special skills they have.

At Benson we will provide:

Effective assessment for learning, so that planning takes account of prior
learning, stretching curricular targets are set with pupils, and differentiated
learning objectives and outcomes are shared;

® learning activities in the classroom which offer additional stretch through
a combination of acceleration, enrichment and extension (challenge);

e opportunities for independent learning, and use of a range of learning
styles;

® learning in settings beyond the classroom, for example in real-life
contexts which support problem-solving and application of knowledge and
skills;

® support in specific areas, for example through language support or
mentoring, alongside increased challenge in areas of strength;

e above all, a rich provision for all provides further opportunities for
identification.
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Government support:

The Young Gifted and Talented programme (YG&T) was set up in 2007 to
provide support and opportunities for gifted and talented children aged 4
to 19. The YG&T Learner Academy gave children the opportunity to
participate in activities designed to stretch and challenge them through a
range of online and face-to-face events. It also created opportunities for
gifted and talented children to meet and socialise with other young people
with similar interests and outlooks. The YG&T website also provided
information and links to other sources of support for parents, governors
and those who work with gifted and talented children and young people.
This support was aimed at the top -5% of the population so only a select
number of pupils would be able to have been registered.

Young, Gifted and Talented - http://ygt.dcsf.gov.uk

Unfortunately this support is no longer in place, however we as a school
feel very strongly that we should identify, support and provide for our
Gifted and Talented pupils and so will, in the meantime, continue to provide
our own support. For further information read:
http://www.guardian.co.uk/education/2010/feb/02/gifted-talented-
scrapped-funds-redirected

How is Gifted and Talented Education organised through
school?

In the Foundation Stage we monitor the children that we believe have the
potential to be Gifted and Talented Learners whilst at Benson C of E Primary
School. The children are extended and enriched through child initiated play
and adult led activities throughout their first year at school.

From year 1 onwards we start to identify children on our Gifted

and Talented register. We say what elements of their learning are ‘Gifted
and/or Talented’ and the provision that we at school are giving them. We
also say how you as parents and carers can support their learning, and we
set targets to improve their understanding.

At this early stage we contact parents by letter informing them that
their child is on the Gifted and Talented Register. In addition, a Challenge
Individual Education Plan (IEP) will be completed if they have been
identified as being Gifted in reading, writing or numeracy.

This is just before our Parent/Teacher meetings and we encourage parents
and carers to come into their child's parent/teacher meeting with their
child’s Challenge IEP and any questions or queries they may have.

Gifted and Talented Children and Language.

Some gifted and talented children manifest a particular love of, and
aptitude with, language. They enjoy learning new words and phrases and
perhaps like to use unusual forms of expression. Parents can support their
children in the development of their language skills by reading with them
and in particular by talking about and discussing what they are reading.
Some children respond particularly well to different types of literature and
schools and libraries are usually only too pleased to offer advice about how
a child's reading can be broadened and varied. Some children enjoy and
show an aptitude with oral language but are less interested in formal
reading. Where this is the case the most effective support can be helping
the child to gain in confidence with material he or she feels comfortable
with, rather than in trying to move the child onto more complex

material than he or she is ready for.
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Gifted and Talented Children and Logic and Numeracy.

Some pupils have a particular interest in numbers and logical reasoning.
They will typically enjoy exercises involving these aspects and may well
enjoy talking about problems involving calculations and conversions.
Parents can support their children by trying to ensure that they enjoy any
additional logic and numerical work that they are doing at home. Making
games and playing games are good examples of ways in which children can
do this. It is also important to balance activities which acquire new
knowledge and new skills with activities which provide an opportunity to
strengthen already existing skills by focusing on ways of applying logical and
numerical strategies to familiar situations.

Your guide to a Challenge IEP plan for reading, writing or
numeracy:

A child speak target

D My target: Things to challenge me / description:

lcan . I willuse___

A breakdown of what they can use / /’
examples to help them achieve it

People who help

Who will help me and when? How did I get on?
My review due:

My teacher and my parents.

End of term child and teacher assess if theftarget has been achieved against
evidence collected

Child comments start:

Child comments end:

A discussion with the teacher, children say how they feel at the start and
end of their targets — to monitor the effect on self-esteem.
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Parert's commerts start:

Parert's commerts end:

Paremt's signature:

/

To encourage parental involvement in challenging their Gifted child in
reading, writing or numeracy. To help monitor the effect at home and at
school of challenging targets.

Teacher comments at review and next steps:

/l

The teacher will review the target and with the child decide if it has been
achieved. This target may have to be continued or a new agreed target will
be set.

What is Intellectual Cognitive Development?

Intellectual Cognitive development is the way in which different people
think. If you are said to be Gifted and Talented it generally means that you
think fast and make links, patterns and relationships between things quicker
than the average person. Evidence and research shows that the intellectual
development of children is supported when they are regularly exposed to
intellectual stimulation, which promotes a growth of knowledge and
problem solving skills. Equally important is the opportunity to experience
unstructured 'free time' where children have the responsibility to amuse
themselves and so typically develop their imagination and creativity skills.
Parents can support their children by helping them to encounter intellectual
stimulation in reading and in new experiences through visiting museums,
galleries or through interacting with other venues and situations with which
they are less familiar. Sometimes the most effective support that a parent
can provide may be actually limiting the number of engagements and
formal activities that their child is exposed to, in order to ensure that the
child has the intellectual space and 'free time' in which to play, experiment
and

develop hobbies and interests of his/her own.

Children’s cognitive develop is not a straight line graph like this.

AGE

ABILITY
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Children learn at different rates and as they grow there are times when
they need to reinforce learning, when learning accelerates and when they
seem to plateau for a period of time. This DOES NOT mean that they are not
learning, but that there are other influences at bay. Effort may

be a key influence. So their cognitive development may look a little more
like this:

AGE

ABILITY

Children are always monitored but do not necessarily stay on the

Gifted and Talented register for the whole duration of their Primary
Education. More often children tend to go on and off at Key Stage One, but
become a little more stable either off or on at Key Stage 2 and into Key
Stage 3.

We use a wide variety of methods to identify our
Gifted and Talented Children...

- Teacher nomination

- Use of checklist of characteristics

- Testing: achievement and potential of curriculum ability
- Assessment of work

- Peer nomination

- Parental information

- Discussions with children

- Community resources e.g. clubs / exams
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Teachers are the professional specialists that work with children every
day. It is their professionalism and knowledge that is the key to
identification. Teachers continually assess children in their classes and
recognise the whole spectrum of ability and how to develop this further.

Where do | get Further Information?

To find out more information about Gifted and Talented and your child,
please come and talk to us. Your first port of call is always your child’s class
teacher, but you may also like to talk to other members of staff involved in
Gifted and Talented education for your child, such as the subject leaders or
the Gifted and Talented coordinator.

For contact details, please contact the school office.

You may also like to browse the web for more information:

BBC schools

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/parents/gifted and talented/
Department of Education
http://www.nsonline.org.uk/inclusion/giftedandtalented

National Association for Able Children in Education www.nace.co.uk
G&T WISE website on teachernet http://www?2.teachernet.gov.uk/gat/
The National Association for Gifted Children www.nagcbritain.org.uk
Creative Generation (Talented children) www.creativegeneration.org.uk
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